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Letter of protest to the publishers of the German magazine
FOCUS by the Federation of Greek Communities in Germany 
Aletter of protest, written in a

harsh tone, was issued today to
the publishers of the German maga-
zine FOCUS by OEK (Federation of
Greek Communities in Germany), re-
garding the publication of two defama-
tory articles against Greece which are
featured, as it is known, on this
month’s edition of the magazine.

In the letter it is stated, among other
things, that Greek immigrants in Ger-
many who are well aware of the mean-
ing of hard work, do not agree with re-
tirement after 15 years of work, do not
approve of bribing, criticise nepotism,
fraud, setting the country in excessive
debt, creative statistics and salute the
fact that the governments of Germany
and other European countries provid-
ed political support to Greece and that
the EU will monitor the implementa-
tion of the Stability and Growth pact
which was adopted by the Greek gov-
ernment.

However, as OEK underline, more
subjects should be placed under discus-
sion, such as the pandering of the
Greek Political system from Multina-

tionals – such as Siemens- the state of
security of Greece, which makes it con-
sider necessary to proceed to financial-
ly vigorous measures and also the in-
terest of the countries that actually sell
and many more conditions which led to
the state of Greece as it is today.

The letter continues that views, such
as the one of the president of the
Foundation of Financial Research of
the German economy Ifo, should be
placed under discussion as well. An in-
terview of the president of the Founda-
tion of Financial Research is also in-
cluded in the this month’s issue where-
by he states that instead of dismissing
Greece from the Euro zone or the case
of its inclusion in the International
Monetary Fund, he would prefer the
withdrawal of Germany from the Euro,
in order to restore the German Mark
and speaks of the “usefulness” of “de-
preciating the Euro” so that German
exports can flourish.

This would be the objective level of a
genuine discussion in European public
opinion terms. Instead of this, OEK is
blaming the Focus magazine publish-

ers, the magazine that decided to dis-
credit the entire Greek people, by in-
sulting in a very disrespectful way our
cultural heritage and by spreading lies
regarding our level of intellect and cul-
ture.

OEK continues in their letter to the
publishers of the magazine by stating
that: You are so easily degrading Aris-
totle, leaving out the destruction of an-
cient Greek statues by the Byzantines,
you pour crocodile tears for the fall of
Esperia to the Otomans, you record
the massacres against the Greek na-
tion, and you mention Falmerayer –
honestly since when was the measuring
of the head’s circumference known as a
measure of determining racial identi-
ty? – and all that just to prove that the
real Greek Nation has been long gone
and as forgers of history itself you wish
to become sensors and governors of
the Hellenic culture. This is not fair
and true, it is simply racist.

What of course is missing from what
the purebred editors of the magazine
are listing, as it was identified by OEK
in a very caustic tone, is making refer-

ence to three critical points – the glori-
ous participation of the Crusaders to-
wards the destruction of Byzantium,
the contribution of Imperial Germany
to the ethnic massacres carried out by
the Turks against Armenians and
Greeks in Minor Asia, and lastly the
stealing of Greek Ancient artifacts by
the Nazis as well as their heroic acts a-
gainst the Greek People and the Greek
Economy – the occupational debt
worth billions – if you exclude the fact
that the Nazis paid a couple of install-
ments – remains unpaid to date.

So much bile against an entire na-
tion, such cheap and dangerous dema-
gogy, can only resemble journalism of
the Superhuman race, aiming towards
increasing the number of their copies
only. However, the reactions to your i-
nappropriate actions will soon follow.
And this is sad. We, concludes the let-
ter, along with the sane people of this
country, whom you put to shame with
your articles, will gather the debris you
left behind and will detoxify the rela-
tions between the two nations from the
poison that you shed.

The Ionian Islands 
and Epirus

JIM POTTS BOOK HAS JUST BEEN PUBLISHED

Scattered off the west coast of mainland
Greece are the seven Ionian Islands, cele-
brated for their spectacular landscapes, o-
live groves and classical associations. The
unsurpassed beauty of the islands and of
the Pindus Mountains has stimulated the
imagination of countless writers and
artists from Homer to Byron, Edward
Lear and the Durrells, Louis de Bernières
and Nicholas Gage, as well as scores of
nineteenth-century travellers. Drawing a
mosaic portrait of the Ionian Islands and
special places of interest in Epirus, Corfu
resident Jim Potts focuses on the land-
scapes, legends, traditions and historical
events that have appealed most strongly to
the imaginations of writers, residents and
travellers. Ranging from the mythical leap
of Sappho and the mystery of Calypso’s is-
land to the impact of tourism on modern-
day Corfu, this book reveals the extraordi-
nary cultural legacy of this beautiful part
of the world. 

Bank of Cyprus Australia, 
supporting Australian Peacekeeping
The Bank of Cyprus Aus-
tralia recently presented a
$5000 cheque to the Aus-
tralian Peacekeeping
Memorial Project (APMP)
to assist in the building of a
$3.5 million national me-
morial in Canberra.

T
he Memorial is being created
to appropriately honour the
sacrifice of Australian

Peacekeepers in the service of inter-
national peace and security, and
recognise the courage and profes-
sionalism of Australian Peacekeep-
ers in the face of the particular chal-
lenges of their operations.

The presentation occurred at one
of Bank of Cyprus Australia’s
branches in Sydney where Mr
George Tacticos, Managing Director
of the Bank of Cyprus Australia
handed a $5000 cheque to Major
General (Retired) Tim Ford, AO,
Chairman of the Australian Peace-
keeping Memorial Project Commit-
tee.

“All Australian Peacekeepers, mil-
itary, civilian and police, past and
present, will be delighted that the
Bank of Cyprus has made this signif-
icant donation to the Australian
Peacekeeping Memorial Project.
The Bank of Cyprus is now awarded
the status of being an APMP “Friend
of Peacekeeping ”, said General
Ford.

While discussing the progress of
the project Mr Tacticos told atten-

dees he hoped more Corporations
and individuals pledged their sup-
port to this important national proj-
ect.

“Bank of Cyprus Australia fully
supports this project, the message it
conveys and the values it aims to
pass on to future generations”, said
Mr Tacticos

Attending the presentation was
His Excellency Mr Yiannis Iacov-
ou, Cyprus High Commissioner,
Mr Christodoulou, President of the
Cyprus Community of New South
Wales and Inspector (Retired) De-
nis Percy, Member of the Aus-
tralian Peacekeeping Memorial
Project Committee and National

President of the United Nations
Police Association of Australia
(UNPAA).

The winning design concept for the
Peacekeeping Memorial features
two large stone monoliths with back-
lit stone on their inner sides allowing
the passage between them to glow
with light.

The Memorial will be located at
the southern end of ANZAC Parade
in Canberra and is planned to be
dedicated on Australian Peacekeep-
ers and Peacemakers Day (Septem-
ber 14) in 2012 

For more information on the
APMP or to make a donation visit
www.peacekeepingmemorial.org.au
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